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ALASKA VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM & REGIONAL OFFICE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

The Tribal Veteran Representative (TVR) program represents an approach based upon utilization of local community volunteers to assist the Department of Veterans Affairs in outreach to Alaska Native veterans.  The program is in partnership with Indian Health Service and will help Alaska Native veterans to gain information about their VA benefits.  

A TVR is an Alaska Native veteran or recognized individual appointed by an Alaska Native community.  The understanding is that the TVR is not a VA employee. They are recognized solely as a representative for the village, native health organization/social services organization or Native Corporation – dependent on who sends someone to be their representative - not as Service Officer nor any other name. 

The TVR is a liaison between the Alaska Native entity that appoints them and the Department of Veteran Affairs (including Veterans Benefits Administration, Veterans Health Administration, and National Cemetery Administration).  

The VA, in turn, provides ongoing training on program eligibility requirements, assistance in initiating applications for services, and coordination of placement for direct VA services.  The goal is to organize a dependable means of meeting with and communicating about VA programs that could serve the Alaska Native population. 

TVRs provide information, outreach, and assistance for veterans and their dependents including helping them fill out required paperwork. A TVR provides information and resources that are available through the VA to determine eligibility for the benefits.
Please consider who in your community would be a respected local resource who can devote the necessary time within your community to explain programs and benefits available to Alaska Native veterans.  The VA will be preparing a training session in late 2009 or early 2010.
VA Points of Contact:  

Kathleen Johnson



Pat Anderson
Veterans Health Administration

Veterans Benefits Administration

Alaska VA Healthcare System

Anchorage Regional Office

Patient Representative



Veterans Benefits Coach

1-888-353-7574, ext. 5449


1-888-353-7574, ext. 4791
907-257-5449




907-257-4791
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